[bookmark: _Hlk102113327]DRAFT CHANCERY EARLY NEUTRAL EVALUATION ORDER FOR THE BUSINESS AND PROPERTY COURTS IN LEEDS   
(November 2024)
This is a standard listing order for an Early Neutral Evaluation appointment for claims in the High Court of Justice, Business and Property Courts in Leeds. 
[footnoteRef:1]IN THE HIGH COURT OF JUSTICE  [1:  Do not include the claim number in the heading. The claim number will be imprinted by the court under the court seal.] 

BUSINESS AND PROPERTY COURTS IN LEEDS
Select List.
[JUDGE]
Select date.

Select Case Title. [INSERT]
AND IN THE MATTER OF THE Select Legislation.
BETWEEN
[PARTY]
 Select Party.
and
[PARTY]
Select Party.
	CHANCERY ENE ORDER


UPON the parties requesting that a judge provide an opinion about the likely outcome of the claim
IT IS ORDERED that:
ENE listing
1. An ENE appointment shall take place in private before [an authorised District Judge of the Business and Property Courts][section  9(1) Judge].
2. EITHER The case is listed for an ENE appointment on 
Date:	Select date.
Time:	Select time.
Venue:		Business and Property Courts in Leeds, Fourth Floor, West Gate, 6 Grace Street, Leeds LS1 2RP
when you should attend.
[2.5] hours has been allowed for the appointment. […] hours has been allocated for judicial pre-reading [on the day of the appointment] [the day before the appointment].
IMPORTANT INFORMATION FOR THOSE ATTENDING THE HEARING
Proceed straight to the Fourth Floor and report to the Fourth Floor reception on your arrival.  There is no need to report to Ground Floor reception.  If there is no member of court staff present on your arrival on the Fourth Floor please await their return.  It is essential that you register your attendance with the court staff on the Fourth Floor.  You must not assume that they will come to find you.  The hearing may proceed in your absence if you arrive late or do not register your attendance on your arrival.
Water is not provided in the court rooms.  A water cooler is available on the Fourth Floor from which court users may fill their own drinking bottles.  The court may refuse to admit drinking bottles which pose a security risk, e.g. glass bottles, or those without lids due to the risk of damage to electrical equipment from spills.
OR The ENE appointment shall be listed on the first available date after [date] for an in person appointment with a time estimate of [2.5] hours.  Pre-reading time of […] hours shall be allocated to the judge [on the day of the appointment] [the day before the appointment]. By 4pm on [date] the parties must file with the court:
(1) their availability for the ENE appointment and
(2) the maximum number of proposed attendees for each party at the ENE appointment
by email sent to bpc.leeds.listing@justice.gov.uk, preferably agreed and with a nominated single point of contact.  They will be notified of the time and place of the ENE appointment.
ENE directions[footnoteRef:2] [2:  Depending on the stage in the litigation when the ENE is ordered, further directions may be required.  For example, if the ENE pre-dates disclosure, a direction for service of key documents on which the parties rely may be appropriate.] 

3. IMPORTANT:
(1) Documents filed for the ENE appointment must not be uploaded to CE-File.  All documents associated with the ENE appointment must be filed by email or alternative means*.
(2) The file name for any document filed electronically for the ENE appointment must start with the prefix ‘ENE’.
(3) The subject line of any email sent in connection with the ENE appointment must start with the prefix ‘ENE’.
4. The Claimant shall prepare an indexed and paginated core bundle of documents for use at the ENE appointment, which should be agreed where possible.  The bundle must comply in every respect with Appendix X of the Chancery Guide and it should contain only those documents which are essential for the court to conduct the ENE appointment.  It must include:
(1) an agreed case summary;
(2) an agreed neutral chronology with cross-references to the ENE bundle;
(3) an agreed list of issues for trial.
If the documents at (1)-(3) above are not agreed a composite / tracked-change version shall be prepared showing the areas of disagreement.  Where this is not practicable the parties shall prepare their own versions and both versions shall be included in the ENE bundle.
5. Not less than 2 weeks before the date fixed for the ENE appointment the Claimant shall serve on the Defendant an electronic copy of the ENE bundle (as well as, if requested, one hard copy).
6. Not more than 7 nor less than 3 clear days before the date allocated for the judge’s designated pre-reading the Claimant shall file an electronic copy* and hard copy of the ENE bundle.
7. Not less than 2 clear days before the ENE appointment the parties shall file and exchange position papers.
8. The judge shall consider the submissions made by the parties and provide an informal non-binding opinion about the likely outcome of the claim.
9. The opinion shall be without prejudice to the claim and the opinion shall remain confidential to the parties.
10. The court shall not retain any papers filed for the ENE appointment or any record of the opinion provided by the judge. No non-party shall be entitled to obtain a transcript of the ENE proceedings.
11. The judge conducting the ENE appointment shall have no further involvement with the claim or any associated claim.
Further directions
12. The parties may make a written request for further directions in connection with the conduct of the ENE appointment without the need for a formal application.  Any such request shall be made not less than 2 weeks before the ENE appointment.
Costs
13. The costs of and associated with the ENE appointment shall be costs in case.
Service
14. The [Claimant] shall serve this order on the [Defendant].
Permission to apply
15. Any party may apply to stay, vary, or set aside the terms of this order providing the application is made not later than 4pm on the date 7 days after this order is served upon them.
Service of the order
The court has provided a sealed copy of this order to the serving party: 
[name of solicitors] at [address] Ref: [   ]
*Note on electronic filing of bundles
Email: If the hearing bundle is 30MB or less it may be filed by email sent to bpc.leeds@justice.gov.uk.  The maximum size of attached files which can be received by a justice.gov.uk email address is 30MB in aggregate. An email with an attached file which is bigger than that, or an email with files which together total more than that in size, will be automatically rejected.  Consideration should be given to using the HMCTS Document Upload Centre or a commercially available file transfer service.
HMCTS Document Upload Centre: This service enables PDF hearing bundles (only) to be uploaded so that the court may access them.  This is an invitation-only service so arrangements must be made with the court to access it well in advance.  You will be required to provide an email address to the court office for login purposes.  An invitation will be sent to the email address provided and a separate pin, which you will need to gain access to the service and allow you to upload your documents.  You may upload single or multiple documents as well as a folder. There is no limit on volume or size and the speed of transfer will be dependent on internet connection upload speeds. For further details and a guide please contact the court staff
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