[bookmark: _Hlk102113327]DRAFT CASE MANAGEMENT DIRECTIONS FOR UNOPPOSED BUSINESS LEASE RENEWAL CLAIMS IN THE COUNTY COURT AT LEEDS   
(March 2025)
These draft directions are intended for use for unopposed claims for a new tenancy under section 24 of the Landlord and Tenant Act 1954 and Part 56 of the Civil Procedure Rules.
Claim no. [INSERT]
IN THE COUNTY COURT AT LEEDS
[DEPUTY] DISTRICT JUDGE
Select date.

BETWEEN
[PARTY]
 Select Party.
and
[PARTY]
Select Party.
	ORDER


Warning:  you must comply with the terms imposed upon you by this order otherwise your case is liable to be struck out or some other sanction imposed. If you cannot comply you are expected to make a formal application to the court before any deadline imposed upon you expires.
UPON the case management conference
AND UPON hearing [by remote video] [name], [counsel][solicitor] for the Claimant, and [name], [counsel][solicitor] for the Defendant OR [party] in person OR [name], with the permission of the court on behalf of [party] OR [party] not appearing or being represented 
UPON READING the documents on the court file 
AND UPON RECORDING that:
(i) the claim is a Part 8 claim and as such pursuant to CPR 8.9(c) it is treated as allocated to the Multi-track and the provisions of CPR Part 26 do not apply
(ii) since the claim is a Part 8 claim the provisions of CPR Part 3, Section II (Costs Management) do not apply
[BY CONSENT] IT IS ORDERED that:
TERMINOLOGY
1. In this order references to “the Landlord” mean the [Claimant][Defendant] and references to “the Tenant” mean [Claimant][Defendant].
CASE MANAGEMENT CONFERENCE
2. The case management conference on [date] is vacated[footnoteRef:1]. [1:  Include if the parties invite the court to vacate the Case Management Conference and approve a consent order on paper.] 

STAY
3. If at any time the parties jointly notify the court that they wish the proceedings to be stayed for a fixed period (not exceeding three months) to enable the parties to attempt to negotiate a settlement, the stay shall take effect from the date of the notification and the periods of time for compliance with these directions shall be adjusted by such period, provided that such stay shall not affect the date fixed for the pre-trial review or the final hearing of the claim.
4. Prior to the fixing of a date for the pre-trial review or the final hearing the parties may jointly apply for the timetable to be adjusted to take into account the agreed period of the stay.
DRAFT LEASE
5. By 4pm on [4 weeks] the Landlord shall serve on the Tenant an electronic copy of a draft lease.
6. By 4pm on [6 weeks] the Tenant shall serve on the Landlord an electronic copy of the draft lease marked up with its proposed amendments in red and underlined.
7. By 4pm on [8 weeks] the Landlord shall notify the Tenant which amendments, if any, are disputed and specify the Landlord's additional amendments by serving on the Tenant the draft lease marked up with the Landlord's additional amendments in green and underlined.
disputed lease terms
8. By 4pm on [10 weeks] the parties and / or their legal representatives shall have a discussion on a without prejudice basis with a view to narrowing the issues between the parties on the lease terms.
9. The Landlord shall prepare a schedule for the purpose of setting out such terms of the draft lease as are not agreed.  
10. The column headings shall be as follows:
(a) Term in existing lease
(b) Term proposed by Landlord
(c) Term proposed by Tenant
(d) Landlord's reasons
(e) Tenant's reasons
(f) Judge's comments
11. The schedule shall be prepared in editable spreadsheet format with landscape orientation, A3 page size and font size 10. 
12. By 4pm on [12 weeks] the Landlord shall serve on the Tenant an electronic copy of the schedule with columns (a), (b) and (d) completed.
13. By 4pm on [14 weeks] the Tenant shall serve on the Landlord an electronic copy of the schedule with columns (c) and (e) completed.
14. Not less than 4 weeks before the date on which pre-trial checklists are due to be filed the parties shall review the schedule.  In the event that the issues between the parties have narrowed they shall update the schedule accordingly.
DISCLOSURE
EITHER
15. Disclosure is dispensed with save that the parties shall disclose the documents referred to in any witness statement or expert report adduced in the proceedings by providing copies at the time of serving the witness statement or expert report. 
16. Permission to apply for further orders in relation to disclosure.
OR
17. Disclosure is dispensed with save that the parties shall disclose the documents referred to in any witness statement or expert report adduced in the proceedings if so requested by the other party.
18. The party seeking disclosure must serve a written request on the other party for copies of such documents within 14 days of service of the relevant witness statement or expert report and the disclosing party must give disclosure by provision of such copies within 7 days of receipt of such request.
19. Permission to apply for further orders in relation to disclosure.
EVIDENCE OF FACT
20. By 4pm on [18 weeks] all parties must serve on each other copies of the signed statements of all witnesses on whom they intend to rely and all notices relating to evidence.
Experts
21. If the rent and / or interim rent for the new lease are not agreed between the parties each party has permission to rely on the written evidence of a valuation expert on the issue of the rent payable under the new lease.
22. By 4pm on [16 weeks] the parties must exchange reports including lists of comparables and photographic evidence (if any).
23. By 4pm on [18 weeks] the parties may put written questions to the authors of any expert’s report served on them pursuant to this order in accordance with rule 35.6 of the Civil Procedure Rules.
24. By 4pm on [20 weeks] the experts shall answer the questions.
25. Unless the reports are agreed, the experts shall hold a without prejudice discussion for the purpose of 
(1) identifying and further narrowing the issues, if any, remaining between them; and
(2) where possible, reaching agreement on those issues.
26. By 4pm on [date] the experts shall prepare and deliver to the parties a statement for the court showing:
(1) those issues on which they are agreed; and 
(2) those issues on which they disagree and a summary of their reasons for disagreeing
in accordance with rule 35.12 of the Civil Procedure Rules, including as to facts, the description of the premises, any plans and photographs and the comparables (and any plans and photographs relating to them)).
27. A copy of this order shall be served on each expert by the instructing party with the expert’s instructions or, if already instructed, forthwith.
28. The experts may apply direct to the court for directions where necessary under rule 35.14 of the Civil Procedure Rules.
Pre-trial review
29. By 4pm on [26 weeks] the parties shall file pre-trial checklists.
30. Any party seeking an order for any of the following must apply on notice by no later than the date that pre-trial checklists are due to be filed:
(a) permission for oral expert evidence (which must be accompanied by the experts' joint statement and give reasons why oral expert evidence is reasonably required);
(b) cross-examination of witnesses of fact; or
(c) any (further) stay of the proceedings. 
31. The claim shall be listed for a pre-trial review ('PTR') before a resident District Judge on the first available date after [28 weeks] with a time estimate of 45 minutes to consider:
(a) what the issues are in the case;
(b) whether all directions have been complied with;
(c) whether a stay is requested / required;
(d) whether to give directions for the listing of the final hearing of the claim;
(e) any requests for permission for oral evidence / cross examination at the final hearing.
32. The PTR will be conducted by remote video hearing unless the court further orders otherwise.  
33. The parties shall immediately notify the court and the other party if they become aware that the time estimate for the PTR is inadequate and shall file a revised time estimate, preferably agreed.
34. Not less than 7 clear days before the PTR the Landlord shall file and serve an electronic bundle, to be agreed if possible.  The bundle shall comprise:
(1) an agreed draft agenda;
(2) an agreed case summary;
(3) an agreed draft timetable for the final hearing;
(4) agreed draft directions;
(5) an agreed list of issues for the final hearing;
(6) the most recent version of each statement of case, excluding appendices;
(7) the most recent version of the travelling draft lease;
(8) the most recent version of the schedule of disputed lease terms;
(9) all court orders;
(10) all witness statements, excluding exhibits;
(11) all expert reports and joint statements, excluding appendices;
(12) any applications to be heard at the PTR, and any evidence relating to such applications.
If the documents at (1)-(6) above are not agreed a composite / tracked-change version shall be prepared showing the areas of disagreement.  Where this is not practicable the parties shall prepare their own versions and both versions shall be included in the hearing bundle.
35. Not less than 2 clear days before the PTR any represented party must file a skeleton argument (with copy authorities, if any) unless the remaining issues are limited to rent, a further stay and / or matters of costs.  Skeleton arguments shall be mutually exchanged with other represented parties and served on any litigants in person.  Litigants in person are not required to prepare a skeleton argument but if they choose to do so they must file and serve it by the time specified in this paragraph.
Extension of time limits
36. The parties may agree to extend any time period to which the proceedings may be subject for a period or periods of up to 28 days in total without reference to the court, provided that this does not affect the date given for any further case management conference or pre-trial review. The parties shall notify the court in writing of the expiry date of any such extension.
Costs
37. Costs in the case.

